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Constitution of Barbados

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
1966 No. 1455

CARIBBEAN AND NORTH ATLANTIC TERRITORIES

The Barbados Independence Order 1966

Made 22nd November 1966

Laid before Parliament 22nd November 1966

Coming into Operation 30th November 1966

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 22nd day of November 1966

Present,

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council

Her Majesty, by virtue and in exercise of the powers vested in Her by section 5 of the Barbados 
Independence Act 1966 and of all other powers enabling Her in that behalf, is pleased, by and with 
the advice of Her Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as follows:

Citation commencement and construction

1. 1. This Order may be cited as the Barbados Independence Order 1966.

2. This order shall come into operation on 30th November 1966 (in this Order referred to as "the 
appointed day"):

Provided that the Governor may at any time after 22nd November 1966 exercise any of the powers 
conferred upon the Governor General by sections 4(3) and 10(1) of this Order and sections 60(1), 89
(2), 90(1) and 91(1) of the Constitution set out in the Schedule to this Order (in this Order referred to 
as "the Constitution") to such extent as any, in his opinion, be necessity or expedient to enable the 
Constitution to function as from the appointed day.

3. For the purposes of the exercise by the Governor under the proviso to subsection (2) of the powers 
conferred by the said sections 89(2), 90(1) and 91(1), the references therein to the Prime Minister 
and the Leader of the Opposition shall be construed as if they were references respectively to the 
Premier and to the Leader of the Opposition as defined for the purposes of Schedule 2 to the 
Barbados (Letters Patent Consolidation) Order 1964(b); and the other powers referred to in that 
proviso shall be exercised by the Governor acting in accordance with the advice of the Premier.

4. Save where the context otherwise requires, expressions used in sections 1 to 12 of this Order have 
the same meaning as in the Constitution and the provisions of section 117 of the Constitution shall 
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apply for the purposes of interpreting those sections as they apply for the purposes of interpreting 
those sections as they apply for the purposes of interpreting the Constitution.

Revocations and Amendments

2. 1. The Barbados (Letters Patent Consolidation) Order 1964 (in this Order referred to as "the 
existing Order") is revoked; but the revocation of the existing Order shall not affect the operation on 
and after the appointed day of any law made or having effect as if made in pursuance of the existing 
Order and having effect as part of the law of Barbados immediately before the appointed day 
(including any law made before the appointed day and coming into operation on or after that day).

2. The British Caribbean Court of Appeal Order in Council 1962(a) (as amended by the British 
Caribbean Court of Appeal (Amendment) (No. 2) Order in Council 1962(b)) is amended by the 
deletion of the words "and the Chief Judge and other judges of the Island of Barbados" in paragraph 
(b) of article 3(1) (which specifies the judges of which the Court consists):

Provided that, if provision is made by an order paragraph (b) of section 10(1) or by any other law for 
the continuance on or after the appointed day before the British Caribbean Court of Appeal of any 
such pending appeals as are mentioned in that paragraph, the, for the purposes of such appeals, 
Barbados shall continue to be a Territory for the purposes of the first mentioned Order and the Chief 
Justice and other Judges of the Supreme Court of Barbados shall be members of the Court ex officio.

3. The West Indies (Dissolution and Interim Commissioner) Order in Council 1962(c) is amended by 
the deletion of sub-paragraph(b) (which specifies Barbados) of the definition of "the territories" in 
article 2(1); but nothing in this subsection shall affect the operation on and after the appointed day of 
any law having effect as part of the law of Barbados immediately before that day by virtue of the 
provisions of article 15 or 16 of that Order.

Establishment of Constitution

3. Subject to the provisions of this Order, the Constitution shall come into effect on the appointed 
day.

Existing laws

4. 1. Subject to the provisions of this section, the existing laws shall be construed with such 
modifications, adaptations, qualifications unawed exceptions as may be necessary to bring them into 
conformity with the Barbados Independence Act 1966 and this Order.

2. Where any matter that falls to be prescribed or otherwise provided for under the Constitution by 
Parliament or by any other authority or person is prescribed or provided for by or under an existing 
law (including any amendment to any such a law and under this section) or is otherwise prescribed 
or provided for immediately before the appointed day by or under the existing Order, that 
prescription or provision shall, as from that day, have effect (with such modifications, adaptations, 
qualifications and exceptions as may be necessary to bring it into conformity with the Barbados 
Independence Act 1966 and this Order) as if it had been made under the Constitution by Parliament 
or, as the case may require, by the other authority or person.

3. The Governor General may by order made at any time before 30th November 1967 make such 
amendments to any existing law as may appear to him to be necessary or expedient for bringing that 
law into conformity with the provisions of the Barbados Independence Act 1966 and this Order or 
otherwise for giving effect to or enabling effect to be given to those provisions.

4. An order made by the Governor-General under subsection (3) shall have effect from such day, not 
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earlier than the appointed day, as may be specified therein.

5. The provisions of this section shall be without prejudice to any powers conferred by this Order or 
by any other law upon any person or authority to make provision for any matter, including the 
amendment or repeal of any existing law.

6. In this section "existing law" means any law having effect as part of the law of Barbados 
immediately before the appointed day (including any law made before the appointed day and coming 
into operation on or after that day).

Parliament

5. 1. The persons who immediately before the appointed day are members of the Senate established 
by the existing Order (in this section referred to as "the existing senate"), having been appointed as 
such under sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) respectively of paragraph 10(2) of Schedule 2 to that 
Order, shall as from the appointed day be members of the Senate established by the Constitution as if 
they had been appointed as such under subsections (2), (3) and (4) respectively of section 36 of the 
Constitution and shall hold their seats as Senators in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution.

2. The persons who immediately before the appointed day are President and Deputy President of the 
existing Senate shall as from the appointed day be President and Deputy President respectively of the 
Senate established by the Constitution as if they had been elected as such under section 40 of the 
Constitution and shall hold office in accordance with the provisions of that section.

3. The persons who immediately before the appointed day are members of the House of Assembly 
the established for Barbados (in this section referred to as "the existing Assembly") shall as from the 
appointed day be members of the House of Assembly established by the Constitution as if elected as 
such in pursuance of section 41(2) of the Constitution and shall hold their seats in that House in 
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

4. The persons who immediately before the appointed day are Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the 
existing Assembly shall as from the appointed day be Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively of 
the House of Assembly established by the Constitution as if elected as such by that House in 
pursuance of any provisions in that behalf.

5. Any person who is a member of the Senate or the House of Assembly established by the 
Constitution by virtue of the preceding provisions of this section and who, since he was last 
appointed or elected as a member of the existing Senate of the existing Assembly before the 
appointed day, has taken the oath of allegiance in pursuance of paragraph 21 of Schedule 2 to the 
existing Order shall be deemed to have complied with the requirements of section 59 of the 
Constitution relating to the taking of the oath of allegiance.

6. The Standing Orders of the existing Senate and the existing Assembly as in force immediately 
before the appointed day shall, except as may be otherwise provided in pursuance of section 50(1) of 
the Constitution, be three Standing Orders respectively of the Senate and the House of Assembly 
established by the Constitution, but they shall be construed with such modifications, adaptations, 
qualifications and exceptions as may be necessary to bring them into conformity with the 
Constitution.

7. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 61(3) of the Constitution (but subject t the 
provisions of subsections (4) and (5) of that section) Parliament shall, unless sooner dissolved, stand 
dissolved on the expiration of five years from the first sitting of the existing Assembly after the 
general election of members of the Assembly last preceding the appointed day.
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Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries

6. 1. The person who immediately before the appointed day holds the office of premier under the 
existing Order shall, as from the appointed day, hold office as Prime Minister as if he had been 
appointed thereto under section 65(1) of the Constitution.

2. The person (other than the Premier) who immediately before the appointed day hold officers 
Ministers under the existing Order shall, as from the appointed day, hold the like offices as if they 
had been appointed thereto under section 65(2) of the Constitution.

3. Any person holding the office of Prime Minister or other Minister by virtue of subsection (1) or 
(2) who immediately before the appointed day was charged with responsibility for any subject or 
department of government shall, as from the appointed day, be deemed to have been assigned 
responsibility for the corresponding business or department of the Government under section 72 of 
the Constitution.

4. The persons who immediately before the appointed day hold office as Parliamentary Secretaries 
under the existing Order shall, as from the appointed day, hold the like offices as if they had been 
appointed thereto under section 73(1) of the Constitution.

5. Any person who holds office as Prime Minister or other Minister or Parliamentary Secretary as 
from the appointed day by virtue of the provisions of this section shall be deemed t have complied 
with the requirements of section 69 or section 73(2), as the case may be, of the Constitution relating 
to the taking of oaths

Leader of the Opposition

7. The person who immediately before the appointed day is the Leader of the Opposition (as defined 
for the purposes of Schedule 2 to the existing Order) shall, as from the appointed day, hold office as 
Leader of the Opposition as if he had been appointed thereto under section 74 of the Constitution.

Privy Council

8. The persons who immediately before the appointed day are members of the Privy Council 
established by the existing Order, having been appointed as such under clause 3 of the Barbados 
Royal Instructions 1964(a), shall, as from the appointed day, hold office as members of the privy 
Council established by the Constitution as if they had been appointed thereto under section 76(1) of 
the Constitution:

Provided that for the purposes of subsection (3) of that section the date of appointment of any such 
person shall be the date on which the period of his last appointment under the said clause 3 
commenced or was deemed to have commenced for the purposes of that clause.

Existing judges and public officers

9. 1. Every person who immediately before the appointed day holds or is acting in a public office 
shall, as from the appointed day, hold or act in that office or the corresponding office established by 
the Constitution as if he had been appointed to do so in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution:

Provided that any person who under any existing law would have been required to vacate his office 
on the attainment of any age or on the expiration of any period shall vacate his office on the 
attainment of that age or at the expiration of that period.
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2. The provisions of subsection (1) shall apply in relation to the office of a Judge as if that office 
were a public office.

3. Any person who, by virtue of the provisions of this section, holds or is acting in the office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions or a Judge as from the appointed day shall be deemed to have 
complied with the requirements of section 79(7) or, as the case may be, section 83 of the 
Constitution relating to the taking and subscribing of oaths.

4. In this section "existing law" has the same meaning as in section 4.

Pending legal proceedings

10. 1. The Governor General may by order make such provision as may appear to him to be 
necessary or expedient for:

a. the continuance on or after the appointed day before the High Court of Appeal established by the 
Constitution of any proceedings pending immediately before that day before the Supreme Court of 
Barbados;

b. the continuance on or after the appointed day before the said Court of Appeal or the British 
Caribbean Court of Appeal or the abetment of any appeal pending immediately before that day 
before the British Caribbean Court of Appeal from the Supreme Court of Barbados;

c. the enforcement of any judgment of the Supreme Court of Barbados or the British Caribbean 
Court of Appeal given but not satisfied before the appointed day; and

d. the enforcement of any judgment of the British Caribbean Court of Appeal given on or after that 
day by virtue of provision made in pursuance of paragraph (b).

2. In subsection (1) -

"appeal" includes a case stated or question of law reserved;

"judgment" includes a decree, order, ruling, sentence or decision;

"the Supreme Court of Barbados" includes the Full Court of that Court.

3. The provisions of this section shall be without prejudice to the provisions of section 4 and to any 
powers conferred by this Order or by any other law upon any person or authority to make provision 
for any of the matters referred to in subsection (1).

Appeals to Her Majesty in Council

11. Until Parliament otherwise provides, an appeal shall lie under section 88(1) of the Constitution 
from decisions of the Court of Appeal established by the Constitution to her Majesty in Council in 
the cases mentioned in paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 3 of the British Caribbean (Appeal to Privy 
Council) Order in council 1962(a) as if references therein to the British Caribbean Court of Appeal 
were references to the Court of Appeal established by the Constitution.

Alteration of this Order

12. 1. Parliament may alter any of the provisions of this Order in the same manner as it may alter any 
of the provisions of the Constitution:

Page 5 of 13Barbados: Constitution, 1966

17.08.2005http://www.georgetown.edu/pdba/Constitutions/Barbados/barbados66.html



Provided that section 3, section 5(1) and (7), section 9 and this section may be altered by Parliament 
only in the same manner as the provisions specified in section 49(2) of the Constitution.

2. Section 49(5) of the Constitution shall apply for the purpose of construing references in this 
section to any provision of this Order and to the alteration of any such provision as it applies for the 
purpose of construing references in the said section 49 to any provision of the Constitution and to the 
alteration of any such provision.

W. G. Agnew.

Sections 1 (2) and 3

THE SCHEDULE TO THE ORDER

THE CONSTITUTION OF BARBADOS

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

CHAPTER I

THE CONSTITUTION

Section

1. Constitution is supreme law.

CHAPTER II

CITIZENSHIP

2. Persons who become citizens on 30th November 1966.

3. Persons entitled to be registered as citizens.

4. Persons born in Barbados after 29th November 1966.

5. Persons born outside Barbados after 29th November 1966.

6. Marriage to citizen of Barbados.

7. Renunciation of citizenship.

8. Commonwealth citizens.

9. Powers of Parliament.

10. Interpretation.

CHAPTER III

PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

OF THE INDIVIDUAL
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11. Fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual.

12. Protection of right to life.

13. Protection of right to personal liberty.

14. Protection from slavery and forced labour.

15. Protection from inhuman treatment.

16. Protection from deprivation of property.

17. Protection against arbitrary search or entry.

18. Provisions to secure protection of law.

19. Protection of freedom of conscience.

20. Protection of freedom of expression.

21. Protection of freedom of assembly and association.

22. Protection of freedom of movement.

23. Protection from discrimination on grounds of race, etc.

24. Enforcement of protective provisions.

25. Time of emergency.

26. Saving of existing law.

27. Interpretation.

CHAPTER IV

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL

28. Establishment of office of Governor General

29. Acting Governor General.

30. Deputy to governor General.

31. Personal staff of governor General.

32. Exercise of Governor General's functions.

33. Public Seal.

34. Oaths to be taken by Governor General.

CHAPTER V
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PARLIAMENT

PART 1

COMPOSITION OF PARLIAMENT

35. Establishment of Parliament.

36. Senate.

37. Qualifications for membership of Senate.

38. Disqualifications for membership of Senate.

39. Tenure of seats of Senators.

40. President and Deputy President of Senate.

41. House of Assembly.

42. Electoral law.

43. Qualifications for membership of Assembly.

44. Disqualifications for membership of Assembly.

45. Tenure of seats of members of Assembly.

46. Determination of questions of membership of Senate and Assembly.

47. Filling of casual vacancies in Senate and Assembly.

PART 2

POWERS AND PROCEDURE OF PARLIAMENT

48. Power to make laws.

49. Alteration of this Constitution.

50. Regulation of procedure in Parliament.

51. Presiding in Senate.

52. Quorum of Senate.

53. Voting in Senate.

54. Introduction of Bills, etc.

55. Restriction on powers of Senate as to Money Bills.

56. Restriction on powers of Senate as to Bills other than Money Bills.
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57. Provisions relating to sections 54, 55 and 56.

58. Asset to Bills.

59. Oath of allegiance.

PART 3

SUMMONING, PROROGATION AND DISSOLUTION

60. Sessions of Parliament.

61. Prorogation and dissolution of Parliament.

62. General election and appointment of Senators.

CHAPTER VI

EXECUTIVE POWERS

63. Executive authority of Barbados.

64. Cabinet.

65. Appointment of Ministers.

66. Tenure of office of Ministers.

67. Performance of Prime Minister's functions in certain events.

68. Temporary Ministers.

69. Oaths to be taken by Ministers.

70. Presiding in Cabinet.

71. Governor General to be informed concerning matters of government.

72. Assignment of responsibilities to Ministers.

73. Parliamentary Secretaries.

74. Leader of the Opposition.

75. Certain vacancies in office of Leader of Opposition.

76. Privy Council.

77. Proceedings of Privy Council.

78. Prerogative of mercy.

79. Establishment of office and functions for Director of Public Prosecutions.
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CHAPTER VII

THE JUDICATURE

PART 1

SUPREME COURT

80. Establishment of Supreme Court.

81. Appointment of Judges.

82. Acting Judges.

83. Oaths to be taken by Judges.

84. Tenure of office of Judges.

PART 2

APPEALS

85. Constitution of Court of Appeal.

86. Other arrangements for appeals.

87. Appeals relating to fundamental rights and freedoms.

88. Appeals to Her Majesty in Council in other cases.

CHAPTER VIII

THE PUBLIC SERVICE

PART 1

THE SERVICES COMMISSIONS

89. Establishment and composition of Judicial and Legal Service Commission.

90. Establishment and composition of Public Service Commission.

91. Establishment and composition of Police Commission.

92. Procedure of Commissions.

PART 2

APPOINTMENT, REMOVAL AND DISCIPLINE OF PUBLIC OFFICERS

93. Appointment, etc., of judicial and legal officers.

94. Appointment, etc., of public officers.
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95. Delegation of powers under section 94.

96. Appointment, etc., of members of the Police Force.

97. Delegation of powers under section 96.

98. Appeals to Privy Council in disciplinary matters.

99. Appointment of permanent secretaries and certain other public officers.

100. Appointment, etc., of principal representatives abroad and subordinate staff.

101. Appointment, etc., of Director of Public Prosecutions.

102. appointment, etc., of Auditor General.

PART 3

PENSIONS

103. Protection of pension rights.

104. Grant and withholding of pensions, etc.

PART 4

MISCELLANEOUS

105. Removal form office of certain persons.

106. Protection of Commissions, etc., from legal proceedings.

CHAPTER IX

FINANCE

107. Consolidated Fund.

108. Estimates.

109. Authorization of expenditure.

110. Meeting expenditure from Consolidated Fund.

111. Public debt.

112. Remuneration of governor General and certain other officers.

113. Establishment of office and functions of Auditor General.

CHAPTER X

MISCELLANEOUS AND INTERPRETATION
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114. Appointments.

115. Resignations.

116. Vacation of office on attaining a prescribed age.

117. Interpretation.

FIRST SCHEDULE

OATHS

SECOND SCHEDULE

PROVISIONS RELATING TO CERTAIN TRIBUNALS

 

THE CONSTITUTION OF BARBADOS
Whereas the love of free institutions and of independence has always strongly characterized the 
inhabitants of Barbados:

And whereas the Governor and the said inhabitants settled a Parliament in the year 1639:

And Whereas as early as 18th February 1651 these inhabitants, in their determination to safeguard 
the freedom, safety and well being of the Island, declared, through their Governor, Lords of the 
Council and members of the Assembly, their independence of the Commonwealth of England:

And Whereas the rights and privileges of the said inhabitants were confirmed by articles of 
agreement, commonly known as the Charter of Barbados, had, made and concluded on 11th January 
1652 by and between the Commissioners of the Right Honorable the Lord Willoughby of Parham, 
Governor, of the one part, and the Commissioners on the behalf of the Commonwealth of England, 
of the other part, in order to the rendition to the Commonwealth of England of the said Island of 
Barbados:

And Whereas with the broadening down of freedom the people of Barbados have ever since then not 
only successfully resisted any attempt to impugn or diminish those rights and privileges so 
confirmed, but have consistently enlarged and extended them:

Now, therefore, the people of Barbados-

a. proclaim that they are a sovereign nation founded upon principles that acknowledge the 
supremacy of God, the dignity of the human person, their unshakable faith in fundamental human 
rights and freedoms, the position of the family in a society of free men and free institutions;

b. affirm their belief that men and institutions remain free only when freedom is founded upon 
respect for moral and spiritual values and the rule of law;

c. declare their intention to establish and maintain a society in which all persons may, to the full 
extent of their capacity, play a due part in the institutions of the national life;

d. resolve that the operation of the economic system shall promote the general welfare by the 
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equitable distribution of the material resources of the community, by the human conditions under 
which all men shall labour and by the undeviating recognition of ability, integrity and merit;

e. desire that the following provisions shall have effect as the constitution of Barbados:

Chapters 1 & 2 >>
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